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PRINTER, We 


SIR, O80. 3, 1747. 


S your Paper is intended to be of ge- 
A neral Uſe, and the following muſt ne- 

ceſſarily fall within the Deſign of it, 
I hope you'll give it a Place in your next. Such 
a complicated Scene of Art and Treachery ought 
to be expoſed to open View, to ſerve as a M. 
mento for your Fair Readers in particular, and 
teach them Caution in the Choice of the two 
moſt endearing Bleſſings in Life, a Friend in 
whom to confide, and a Partner in their Bed and 
Affections. However romantick the Story may 
appear, it is Fact in all its Circumſtances, and 
though an Occurrence in private Life, I do not 
doubt but that it will be thought intereſting 
enough to move the Concern and engage the 
Attention of the Publick. 


„a young Gentleman of ſome 


R. C 
\ Fortune in the Weſt of this Kingdom, 


having ſettled his Affections on a young Lady, 
B (whole 


41 
(whoſe Name is S——) and meeting with a 
mutual Return, could not be eaſy till Hymen 
had tied the endearing Knot, and the Church 
had made them each others, But for fear of 
diſobliging a rich Relation, on whom he had 
great Dependance, the Affair was managed with 
all the Privacy imaginable, and fo remained a 
Secret to every Body, but the Parties concerned, 


After a conſiderable Time ſpent in the Enjoy- - 


ment of the Sweets of a gratified Paſſion, en- 
deared by ſtolen Joys, a Lady of a large For- 
tune unluckily falling in their Company, and 
thinking Mr. C ſingle and diſengaged, 


ſeem'd to give him ſome Encouragement to be- 


lieve ſhe would not be averſe tounite her Deſtiny 
to his. C „ flattered with the Hopes of fo 
advantageous a Match, mention'd the Affair to 
his Wife, and repreſenting the Affluence in which 
they might live by the Help of his ſecond Mar- 
riage, ſhe came readily into his baſe Deſign, and 
conſented to his betraying the innocent Virgin 
into an Engagement which they knew muſt be 


invalid both before God and Man. To com- 


pleat the Treachery, Miſs & (for fo I ſhall 
ſtil! call her) having inſinuated herſelf into the 
new Mrs, C 's Friendſhip, was invited to 


live with her as a Friend and Companion, and had 
thereby an Opportunity of ſharing in her Hus- 
band, and all the ,other Advantages he had flat- 
texed her with from a Compliance and Acceſſion 

| fo 
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to his Bigamy. Thus they lived undiſcovered 
long enough to ſuffer two harmleſs Babes, which 
C had by his ſecond Wife, to be one Day 
Sharers of the undeſerved Shame and Diſgrace, 
which Time and the Diſcovery would inevitably 
caſt on the innocent Adultreſs their Mother. 
This Event was near at Hand. Mr. L—;, a 
Gentleman of a conſiderable Eſtate, as much de- 
ceived in Miſs $S——s Situation as the ſecond 
Lady had been in Mr. C—-—s, and believing 


her at her own Diſpoſal, made his Addreſſes and 
expreſſed the moſt honourable Intentions towards 


her, which ſhe countenancing, the Match was fo 
far advanced as to be come to a Contract and 
Settlement and other previous Diſpoſitions, when 
the jealous C=—, fired with the Thoughts of 
loſing ane of his Wives, reſolved to go any 

Lengths rather than ſuffer them to proceed on 
that Footing. Accordingly he inſinuated in Mr. 
L— Sulpicions injurious to the Honour of his in- 
tended Spouſe, and upon his attempting to vin- 
dicate her Character and challenging C 
Sword in Hand to make good his ſcandalous Re- 
flections, he had the Impudence to boaſt to him 
of the Favours he himſelf had received from the 
Lady, but without mentioning a Word of his 
Marriage. L—, big with the ſtinging Secret, 

could not help upbraiding Miſs & with what 


he had heard; upon which, loſing all Patience 


at C-—'$ unparallell'd Audaciouſnefs, ſhe pub- 
B 2 liſhed 
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liſhed their near Relation to one another, and the 
whole Secret of their prior Engagement. The 
Surprize and Aſtoniſhment of the deluded Mrs. 
C at the News, can be ſooner imagined 
than expreſſed. The Shame attending her me- 
lancholy Circumſtances, the moſt violent conjugal 
Love ſhe bore to a Betrayer, whom ſhe can no 
longer call Huſband, and the cruel Reflections 
of having ſo long cheriſhed in her Boſom one 
that was not only her Rival, but an Acceſſary to 
her Undoing, together with a Mother's Ten- 
derneſs for the dear Fruits of ſo unhappy a Match, 
which, tho* born in 'Wedlock, are expoſed to 
the undeſerved Infamy of a ſpurious Iſſue, almoſt 
diſtract her. How far the Laws, or the higheſt : 
Authority in the Land, can redreſs her, or pro- 
vide for the innocent Babes (who are not en- 
titled to the Reverſion of her Eſtate) I can- 
not tell; but ſure ſo much Diſtreſs and uncom- 
mon Affi&tion deſerves . the Pity and Con- 
cern of all that have the leaſt Share of Humanity. 


— 
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To Thomas Creſswell, Eq. at Pinkney, near 
Malmſbury, Wiltſhire. 


SI X, Ofob. 31. 
A T my Requeſt Mr. Scrope told you by 
| Letter, that in a Month or ſix Weeks you 
ſhould hear from me in the publick Papers; your 

Anſwer 


66 

Anſwer treated this Meſſage as a Threat only, not 
deſigned to be put in Execution, at the ſame 
Time declaring your Intention of addreſſing him 
in the ſame publick Manner, unleſs he deſired 
the contrary: There was no Time for your Ad- 
dreſs expreſly limited I. confeſs, yet there was a 
limited Time implied by this Expreſſion of 
yours; My Letter is in the Hands of a ſecret 
and honeſt Printer, neither can it be printed 
in leſs Time than a Fortnight, nor ſhall it ever 
© be publiſhed if you deſire the contrary.“ Mr. 
Scrope, 1o far from wiſhing your Silence, earneſtly 
requeſted you to put your Threat in Execution. 
Several Weeks have ſince paſſed ; why have you 
not publiſhed ? 

It muſt ſurprize our Friends, that you and 1 
have taken every Opportunity of ſpeaking againſt 
each other in the moſt virulent Manner; would 
not this be a reaſonable Queſtion for any one to 
aſk, Mr. Creſſwell and Mr, Le are very little 
acquainted with, and have ſeldom ſeen each 
other, what can poſſibly make them fuch bitter 
Enemies? One or both muſt be notoriouſly 
blameable. In my own Breaſt I know myſelt 
innocent, but to the World perhaps I am not fo 
perfectly clear; that I may be as amply ſo to all 
as Iam to myſelf, is the whole Purport of this 
Letter to you, in which I ſhall introduce other 
Matters as ſparingly as poſſible; never, unleſs 
they are ſo connected with my own that I am 

forced 
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forced to mention them. I muſt here make an 
Apology to Mr. Scrope's Family, and to your- 
ſelf. I ſhall have frequent Occaſion to ſpeak of 
his younger Siſter, and your much too near Re- 
lation; I deſire you will both permit me to uſe 
that Name ſhe is moſt generally known by in the 
World, elſe the Publick will be as much con 
founded as your own Family, and as frequently 
at a Loſs to know which Wife I am ſpeak” 
ing of. | 

My Acquaintance with you began about the 
Year 1737, at which Time ] viſited your Grand- 
mother, intending Propoſals of Marriage to Mis 
| Scrope, My Deſign was publick, the Lady, 
her Grandmother, and yourſelf all knew it, I 
ſoon found by her uncommon Shyneſs, that my 
Propoſals would be rejected, yet continued my 
- Viſits, 'till your Grandmother by direct Rudeneſs 
obliged me to deſiſt ; I then concluded you both 
engaged, and with the Conſent of Friends, but 
determined to live ſingle 'till your Fortune by 
your Father's Death was enlarged. The firſt 
Part of my Suſpicion was true, you were then 
engaged; the latter falſe, it was not by Conſent ; 
and how to make any reaſonable Excuſe for your 
Grandmother's Behaviour is out of my Power. 
Mr. Scrope, the Father, was very anxious for his 
Daughter Beity*s Happineſs, and frequently wrote 
to his Mother Creſſwell, earneſtly deſiring her 


to take peculiar Care of that Daughter whom he 
had 
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had left entirely to her Management. What 
would a Father have thought a reaſonable Excuſe 
for her Behaviour in this Caſe? In Point of In- 
tereſt I was much her Superior; if an Equa- 
lity of Merit was thought requiſite, it would hard- 
ly have been found in any Man; the latter, Pa- 
rents too ſeldom conſider z the former, too of- 
ten: This could be no Objection. At that Time 
I envied your Happineſs indeed, but no more at- 
tempted to diſturb it; I wiſhed you had choſe 
any other Woman, yet wiſhed you happy with 
her: It was the Fault of neither that we loved 
the ſame. Here you interfered with my Happi- 
neſs, yet I perſecuted you not. I might by an 
Application to the Father perhaps have ſucceeded , 
I did not apply, becauſe I ſhould in the ſame 
Situation have thought it ungenerous in you. Thus 
far, Sir, you appeared to me an honeſt Man : 
*Till this Time I ever ſpoke of you as a Man of 
whoſe Underſtanding and Integrity I had the 
higheſt Opinion. The Intimacy between Mis 
Scroge and the Female Part of my own Family 
ſtill ſubſiſted. About a Year before your leaving 
Sidbury, TI came to my Mother, who was then on 
a Viſit to Mrs. Creſſwell; during this Viſit, my 
Behaviour to Miſs Scrope, was as to your betroth- 
ed Wife. In 1740, you all went to Pinkney, 
now I began to ſuſpect your Honeſty, hearing 
you paid your Addreſſes to other Women, which 
I ſtrongly believed you could not conſiſtent with 

: Honour 
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Honcur do; my Love ſtill remain'd. Theſe Re- 


ports made me doubt your Engagement, and de- 
termined me to renew my Addreſſes when Oppor- 
tunity offered. In 1742, this Opportunity pre- 
ſented itſelf ; Miſs Scrope coming to Town I paid 
her a Viſit immediately, and a fortunate Viſit it 
has ſince very luckily turn*d out; I found her re- 
ſerved as uſual, and on your ſoon after arriving in 
Town knew the Reaſon, I yet believed you a 
Juſt Man, except your frequent Courtſhips of 
other Women; your Engagements were now 
made more folemn, to uſe your own Expreſſion, 
The moſt ſacred and ſolemn that People can 
center into.” When after this I heard of any 
Propoſals you offered or received, I entirely diſbe- 
liev'd them; your Marriage with Miſs Warneford 
indeed aſtoniſhed me: It had never happened had 
I known of the Courtſhip. In my own Opinion, 
I cenſur'd you deeply for this, yet never abuſed 
you; you cannot ſay this of me, your fooliſh and 


ridiculous Stories of me to Lord D— would 
cContradict you; I will neither call you a Knave 


for telling, nor him a Fool for believing, theſe 
Stories; but ſuch idle Lies were no more Proofs 
of your Honeſty, than Credulity of his Wiſdom. 
Mr. Gore, your Friend and Neighbour, propoſed 
a Match to you, yet (more cautious than Mrs, 
Warneford, or her Friends, though it was not a 
Daughter he propoſed) ſtrictly enquired whether 
you were not under baue yr Couſin 


Scrope 
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Scrope, whoſe ill Health he feared proceeded from 
your Behaviour, You affur'd him ſolemnly there 
was no Engagement between you, but that her 


ill Health proceeded from a Diſappointment ſhe 


met with in Shropſhire, from a young Fellow who 


had ſtrongly engaged her Affections, but the 
Match being diſliked by your Grandmother and 
yourſelf, ſhe never got over it. Here you began 
your Attack upon me. From this Time I have 
ever defended myſelf, yet did not begin the of- 
fending Part; I ſhould never have complained of 
any Injury offer'd me in your Engagements with 
Miſs Scrope ; had you behaved honeſtly, I could 
not have done it with Juſtice; but as you have 
acted, you have even in that injured me deeply, 
like the ſurly Dog in the Manger; you know the 
Fable. The ſame Year Mrs. Creffwe!l and Miſs 
Scrope returned to Sidlury, I came to live at 
Coton; I wanted much to pay the latter a Viſit, 
but choſe it ſhould be an accidental one. In Juby 
1745, returning from Leiceſterſhire, I overtook 
her going to her Grandmother, then in great 
Danger by a Stroke of the Palſy. Coming home, 
I ſent to enquire after Mrs. Creſſeuell's Health, 
but paid no Viſit, 'till Februery following I came 
by your own Appointment on Buſineſs; it was a 
very indifferent Afternoon, and on Miſs Sccrope's 
Invitation, directly contrary to your hoſpitable 
Command, I ſtaid all Night, deſigning to leave 


you in the Morning, but the Badneſs of the 
Þ Weather, 
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Weather, agreeable ro my own Inclination, kept 
me two or three Days, in which Time you left 
the Country; your Behaviour was moroſe and ſur- 
ly, ſuch was natural to you, therefore it ſurprized 
me not. The Renewal of my Acquaintance with 
Miſs Scrope renew'd my Affection; this you ſaw 
and afterwards wrote about to her. You were ab- 
ſent from Siabury near ſix Months, in which Time 
the Intimacy between our Families increaſed 
much. I never thought of Marriage as a Contract 
of Intereſt, but Love, therefore diſregarded the 
 Smallneſs of Miſs Scrope's Fortune, and deter- 
mined to engage her, yet not ſoon, *till from 
herſelf I heard the Particulars of your Behaviour. 

3 About the Month of April ſhe was ſeized with the 
1 Meaſles, and really lay in great Danger. My 
extreme Anxiety would permit me no longer to 

conceal my Affection; all ſaw it plainly. I told 
her my Deſign, ſhe ſeem'd greatly concern'd, 
and ſpoke with much good Nature of my conſtant 
Attachment ſo many Years, but added Mr. Creſſ- 
well is a moſt egregious Villain, he has abuſed 
me monſtrouſly; I am infinitely obliged to you, 
but it 1s not in my Power to marry while that 
Villain lives. You have a Heart incapable of 
Love, elſc would I aſk what your own Behaviour 
would have been on ſuch a Declaration: This is 
a publick Letter ; I appeal to the Breaſt of every 
Honeſt Man, let ſuch condemn or acquit me. 
Thus, Sir, I acted ; I advited her as ſoon as ſhe 

recovered 
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recovered to correſpond with you, and keep all 
your Letters, which at a proper Seaſon would be 
of great Service to her, and to make you ſuſpect 
byall, but an abſolute Declaration, that ſne had a 
Regard for me. In July, before her Health 
was quite eſtabliſned, you came to Sidbury; you 
charged her with receiving my Addreſſes, which 
ſhe faintly denied. Diſſatisfy' d, you endeavour- 
ed to break our Acquaintance, by irritating Mr. 
Scrope againſt me, not by trifling Circumſtances, 
but villainous Defamation, repreſenting me as 
inhuman and diſhoneſt; Folly you had a Right 
to charge me with; I paſs it over. You knew 
Mr. Scrope was a rigid Whig, bitterly averſe to 
thoſe Principles favoured by the Oppoſition z you 
expreſly told him I was a Jacobite, a Title you 
were ſure would make me odious in his Eyes. I 
have taken no Pains to prove that any thing you 
have ſaid is a Lye; my Actions ſpeak ſtronger 
than Words. You both came over to Coton, 
with a Deſign of roaſting, I will not fay affront- 
ing me, though your Behaviour at that Time 
would juſtify the Word. Dinner over and a 
Health or two gone round, you, without being 
call'd upon, drank the King, ſo did I ; you im- 
mediately propoſed the Duke, I drank the fame; 
you acted prudently, knowing I could not reſent 
this, if I had deſir'd it; I did not, I ſaw your 
Deſign and laugh'd at you. The Topick then 
was the Duty of Marriage, introduc'd by me on 

*i 3 Purpoſe, 


ev — aero ons; 


- — 


( 12 ) 
Purpoſe, which you ended with an ill-judged, 
and (to yourſelt) ſevere Ridicule on our Saviour, 
for not performing that Duty, which you ſaid 
was better executed by St. Paul, who, though 
not married, yet kept Miſtreſſes. Could your 
Spleen keep no Bounds? I ſpoke not Evil of 
your King, yet you reviPd my God. On your 
return Home you gave Mails Scrope expreſs Or- 
ders to go over to my Houſe and directly tell me 
ſhe meant not to be my Wife, for that you in- 
tended parting with Miſs Warneford, and pub- 
lickly owning the Injuries you had done her, 
which was all the Reparation you now could make. 
She came; I told her your Behaviour, and cau- 


tion'd her much againſt you; I never ſaw a Wo- 


man more afflicted; all ſhe faid to me was this; 
Mr. Lee, when ill, I told you, Mr. Creſſevell 
had abuſed me villainouſly, and that I could not 
marry 'till his Death; what the Particulars of 
his ill-Uſage are, I cannot tell you; he has pro- 
miſed within a Month or two to own all pub- 
lickly, and intends leaving the Country ſoon, in 
order to finiſh his Affairs at Pinkney : Excuſe my 
being ſecret; if within that Time he performs 
not his Promiſe, I will myſelf diſcloſe the Whole. 
After this, *all the Expiration of the Time, I 
enquired no farther. While you ſtaid ſhe came 
over frequently; once particularly in great Dil. 
treſs, I was very uneaſy and aſk'd the Cauſe ; ſhe 


was frighted leaſt on any Occaſion you and I 
55 ſhould 


ſhould meet. Why do you fear that? Becauſe 
Mr. Creſſwell ſwore to me that he would ſeek all 
Occaſions of Quarrelling with you; I calm'd her 
Uneaſineſs by an Aſſurance that nothing of that 


ſort ſhould happen, but by direct Compulſion 


from you, You have frequently ſaid the fame 
to Mr. Scrope; you wanted only a favourable 
Opportunity of quarrelling with Le, for you 


hated him; you ſaid you knew him to be a ti- 


morous Man, Was this a Threat only, or did 
you really intend to execute it upon this timorous 
Man? If you did, Why have you omitted it ? 
Were Opportunities wanting? If fo, I will reme- 
dy that Inconvenience; do Miſs Scrope Juſtice, 


then call me to a perſonal Account, and I will 


anſwer you in any Method as deſperate as your 
Revenge can propoſe. In 7uly you left the 
Country, Auguſt following Mr. Scrope paid you 
a Viſit, you took him from Sidbury, leaſt his 
Siſter in her Diſtreſs might complain to him. She 
was now almoſt conſtantly with my Siſters, yet 
*till the Time expired, I made no Enquiry ; then 
ſhe told me the Particulars of your Behaviour. I 
was aſtoniſhed indeed. By my Advice ſhe con- 


tinued her Correſpondence with you, under Pre- 


tence of liſtening to my Addreſſes, and by that 
Means gained thoſe Letters which will at a pro- 
per Seaſon ſtand her in great ſtead. Till this 
Time, Sir, I never publickly ſpoke ill of you, 
ſince have ever done it; that your Character is 

bad 
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bad, blame yourſelf, not me, who but repreſent 


Things as they are. In your Letters to Miſs 


Scrope, you abuſe me. Theſe are your own 
Cenſures, becauſe I came not to Sidbury while 


you ſtaid ; His Generoſity has been at Sidbury 


* ſince I went, by way of generouſly telling the 
* World *tis only me keeps him away.* In ano- 
ther Place, Good God, how thy Judgment is 
« perverted, to think that in one Man Genero- 
* ſity, which was abſolutely the moſt ungener- 
* ous Behaviour poſſible, and occaſion'd through 
Fear and Cowardice ; and what in me was the 
utmoſt Generoſity and Heroiſm, Baſeneſs, c. 


If I did behave fooliſhly at Coton, that 


could only affect the People there, of whoſe 


good Opinion I dare ſay you think yourſelf 


certain, My Behaviour was nothing more than 
js common, and I am ſure I have ſeen ſuch 
twenty Times ſince, for I cannot. live out of 
Company. 

Notwithſtanding your infamous Behaviour to 
me, I yet did not perſecute you, but by ſaying, 
in general, you were an extreme wicked Man. 
There never was a Moment of my Life wherein 
J would not gladly have married Miſs Scrope ; 
there is nothing in this Life for which I now 
wiſh ſo earneſtly. Would to God it could be : 
*Till it can I muſt wait, I cannot ſay with Pa- 
tience, for the Improbability makes me exquiſite- 
ly unhappy. On this Account, had you com- 
plied 
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plied with her Requeſt, in giving her ſuch a 
Releaſe as would ever after have prevented your 
diſturbing her, ſhe would, for the Sake of the 
other unhappy injured Woman, and at my 
Requeſt, have been ſilent. Had you dons this, 
I would have engaged her, and waited *til] your 
Death. This you refuſed, nay, threatened to 
claim her as your Wife, being deceived in think- 
ing her on the Point of Marriage with me. In 
October J went to Town, ſtaid a Week, got all 
Proofs neceſſary, and returned. From Septem- 
ber to March you might, by a ſimple Releaſe, 
at any Time have ſtopt my Proceedings. At 
that Time I came to Town, as did Miſs Scrope 
ſoon after: You were there already. Still you 
remained obſtinate, rather irreſolute. I did not 
yet make the Matter publick, only told it to 
your very good Friend Lord D At this 
Time a bare Releaſe would not have been a ſuf- 
ficient Redreſs, therefore I propoſed your own 
Terms; which I knew to be your own, firſt, 
becauſe Miſs Scrope told me they were; next, 
you by Letter declared them to be ſo; and, as 
the ſtrongeſt Confirmation, in the Preſence of 
Miſs Scrope, Mr. Frederick Scrope, and myſelf, 
you acknowledged them to be your own. Yet 
you refuſed this too, and deſired a Meeting be- 
tween us two only, couched in ſuch dubious 
Terms as to be underſtood as a Defire of treat- 
ing, or a Proof of that great Heroiſm you fo 


often 
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often boaſt of, Do you remember my Queſtion: 
in Anſwer to this? Mr. Creſwell, you and I 
ſhould be very clear in our Expreſſions. On 
what Account do you aſk to meet me alone? 
If really to ſettle Affairs, you know our Terms; 
we will comply with no other. If you aſk it on 
any other Account, ſpeak it freely; No Civili- 
ties will ever paſs between us; by G— none 
ſhall ever paſs from me to you, and I ſuppoſe, 
as few from you to me.—-—After more Con- 
verſation we parted. In one of your Let- 
ters, ſent in Town by Mr. Frederick Scrope to 
his Siſter, was this Expreſſion, Quit the Vil- 
lain Lee.“ Matters ſeemed in no Likelihood of 
being accommodated. In May I brought you 
my own Letter, poſitively declaring I would 
write to Mrs. Warneſord. In your Anſwer was 
this Paragraph: * I declared that Day, ever 
* fince, and do now, that when TI laſt dined 
* with you at Comm, I meant not to affront 
* you; but as you have in this whole Affair, 
without Cauſe, Reaſon, or Advantage to 
yourſelf in any Shape or Manner, ſcandalouſly 
attempted my Ruin, Sc.“ You may deny 
what you will; that Denial will indeed prove 
you ovght not to have acted ſo, not that you did 
not. Mr. Scrope acknowledged to me your Viſit 
was on that Account, nay your Behaviour in 
general ſettled before you came. You ſay, that 
without Reaſon or Advantage, Sc. I have 


earneſtly endeavoured, and will ſtill endeavour, 
to 


* * * 
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Fenn 
to redreſs Miſs Scrope's Injuries. Your former 
Actions have made thoſe Endeavours detrimental 
to you; elſe the Aſſiſtance I give her would no 
more hurt you than the Queen of Spain. 

All was now publick, and every Thing ready 
for carrying on a Proſecution againſt you, which 
was defigned, being begun before Mr. Scrope 
left Town, For this Reaſon I wrote to Mrs. 
Warneford, yet put it tn your Power to prevent 
my writing, which you might have done by 
making proper Satisfaction. My Regard for 
the two injured Women induced me to make 
you acquainted with my Defign : This Deſign 
I executed, by ſending an Expreſs to Bibury. 
In that Letter I have directly called you Villain; 
ſuch I then thought you, and every Day has 
more ftrongly confirmed that Opinion of mine 
to be juſt and true. I never ſpeak of you to 
any but as the worſt of Men; if I ſpeak falſely, 
- acquit yourfelf as publickly as I accuſe you; if 
you do not, none will believe any Calumny you 
caſt upon me but Knaves and Fools: The bad 
Opinion of ſuch is Praiſe, not Condemnation. 

You have frequently declared, that but for 
me Miſs Scrope would have ſeen you. I aſſure 
you moſt ſolemnly I never prevented her ; nay, 
at her Requeſt would at any Time have made 
the Appointment myſelf, When' the two Bro- 
thers quitted London, you immediately came. 


We dined that Day at Mr, Fred, Scrope's ; to 
D him 
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him you wrote a fooliſh inſolent Letter, which 
affected Stile could not yet hide your Diſtreſs. 
Fred's Right Arm, was ſo bad he could not 
write, therefore I anſwered your Letter. The 
next Morning you ſent your Attorney to Miſs 
Scrope to make a new Propoſal as he called it. 
She ſent for me: I heard with as much Pa- 
tience as Contempt your new Scheme. He ſaid 
his Orders from you were, to tell Madam Creſſ- 
well (ſo by your Direction he called Miſs Srrope) 
that you had ſettled all Affairs with Mrs. and 
Miſs Warnford; that you would part with the 
latter, and publickly own her; but begg'd ſhe 
would ſee you, and do all this amicably. After 
much Converſation of this Kind, not neceſſary 
to be repeated here, we diſmiſſed him. Every 
Thing I ſaid of you to him was true; what I 
faid was as bad as could be ſaid of Man, In the 
Afternoon this honeſt Attorney came again. 
We were at Fred's Lodgings. He came on 
the ſame new Scheme. After having talked a 
great deal, and finding it treated with Laughtef 
only, he was piqued, and warmly, not wiſely, 
faid, applying to me, Well, Sir, ſo you are de- 
termined to proſecute Mr. Creſſwell! tor Bigamy ; 
you cannot hurt him ſo deeply as you imagine; 
he will be tried, perhaps convicted, but the Pu- 
niſhment is trifling, and the Conſequence will be, 
Madam Creſſivell mult live with him; for you, 
Madam, you muſt not be ſurprized if To-mor- 
row 
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row I come in Mr. Creſſwell's Name to claim 
you as his Wife. I love to find out, if poſſible, 
the Deſign of every Man's Behaviour; I told 
him I thought Bigamy was. a monſtrous Crime, 
and ſhould eſteem the Puniſhment inflited by 
the Law in that Caſe as a glaring Mark of Infa- 
my. He laughed, and faid it was trifling ; be- 
ſides, that a Man could not eaſily be convicted; 
for he had once himſelf defended a Man that had 
ſeven Wives, I thought in Truth, that you 
had pitched upon a very proper Man for your 
Purpoſe. Our Converſation was interrupted by 
your {ending for him. Hearing you were ſo 
near, I concluded you would attempt ſeeing us. 
To prevent it, we told if you came we 
would treat you as you deſerved, by turning you 
out of the Houſe contemptibly. 

From this Time I heard not of you ' till my 
Arrival in the Country. Soon after, on your 
coming to Sidbury, you ſent Thomas C d over 


to Miſs Scrope at Bridgnorth, with the following 


Order: To my Grandaughter E. Scrope. 1 
* deſire you will deliver to my Grandſon Creſſ- 
ell, or his Order, the Book wherein my Te- 
© nants, Accounts are kept, and what Money 
* you have of mine in your Hands. M. C.“ Your 
own Order endorſed, « To Mrs. E. Scrope. * 

D 2 © I order 


* Here you ſend your Order to Mrs. E. Scrope ; if ſhe is 
really ſo, why did you ſend Mr. in London, threat- 
ening to demand her as your Wife. Either ſhe is Miſs Scrope, 

| or 
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t 10 you to deliver up to the Beater, T. C. 


all my Grandmother's Books of Accounts, and 


fhould be obliged to you if you would likewiſe 


deliver to him my Accounts of the Timber, 


* (ec. that I may ſettle Accounts with him. 
* Your's, Tho. Eft. Crefſevell,” ] was at White's, 
and received the Meſſage ; told him he ſhould 
not ſee Mrs. Z. Scrope, nor ſhould ſhe ſee the 
Order; neither ſhould any Accounts be deliver- 
ed. I wrote this Anſwer to you; When you 
* have Honeſty ſufficient, and your Grandmo- 
* ther Senſe enough, to write a proper Order, 
* the Accounts may perhaps be given up, not by 
< Miſs Scrope, but your yillainouſly abuſed 
Wife. Tho. C——4 ſhall not ſpeak with her 


| © about this, or any other Affair, nor will I let 


© her ſee this, or tell her the Contents. I fancy 
© the ® Dzmons have taken Poſſeſſion of you 
© again, L. Lee.” The remaining Part of my 
Meſſage I fuppoſe C-—4 delivered; he has 
ſince told me he did. You wrote not again to 
me, though you told him you would. You 
wrote to _ Scrape ; he — anſwered 


or Mrs. FONG if the latter, no Order ho Miſs Serage 
is good; if the former, why did you direct Mr. W ———- 
as he ated. To treat her as hoth muſt be highly injurious ta 
her; yet you have continually acted ſo. 


2 Alluding to a Letter, wherein he complains of being 
poſſeſſed by the Devil, and gives an Account of a Viſion he 


ſaw one Day after Pinner at Mr. K . 
you. 
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you. His laſt Anſwer to your's of the 24th of 
September is ſo full, that I ſhall repeat nothing 
you have ſaid, but what directly concerns me. 
Theſe are your Words: Am I to expect 
© Truth from Lee, whoſe Letter to my Mother 
* Warnford is almoſt one continued Lye.” Again, 
But the Don Quixote, Lee, who has captivated 
the Hearts and enſlaved the Underſtanding of 
© your whole Family, would not permit it, that 
he might appear the Hero of a molt trifling 
< Novel.” 
If my Letter to Mrs. Warneford is one conti- 
nued Lye almoſt; how fooliſhly have I acted, in 
putting myſelf ſo abſolutely into your Power? 
and how monſtrouſly wicked, in diſturbing the 
Peace of Mrs. Warneford's Family? If I have 
ſpoken falſely, convince the World publickly 
that I have done ſo ; the Law will puniſh ſwing- 
ingly if that is the Caſe. You know I have 
ſpoke Truth, but at the ſame Time know, that 
to confeſs this would be confeſſing yourſelf what 
you are ; I do not wonder you avoid that. You 
ſtile me Don Quixote; if you would that your 
Ridicule ſhould wound deep, let it be juſt, I 
have endeavoured to relieve the Oppreſſed, a 
Woman too, that on account of her Sex has in- 
finitely greater Need of Aſſiſtance, | 

What has your Generoſity and Heroiſm ef- 


fected? Deceived a moſt deſerving, good Wo- 


man, in the moſt baſe and ſcandalous Manner | 
Even 


ceived me in any the minuteſt Inſtance, but act- 
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Even at this Time you endeavour to leſſen your 


Infamy, by reviling her; you have declared 
frequently, that ſhe was your Miſtreſs ; that, to 
calm her Conſcience, you afterwards married 
her, and then with her Conſent married your 
preſent Wife : Every Tittle of which, except 
that ſhe is your Wife, is moſt Ry : ; 
and ſo I will prove it to be. 

Thus, if you are believed, Miſs Serepe 8 Cha- 
racter muſt appear infamous: You charge her 
with conſenting to your Marriage with Miſs 
MWarneford, whom, by ſuch Conſent, ſhe muſt 
injure moſt vilely. She is condemn'd too for 
deceiving me, in permitting my Addreſſes with 
an Intention of concealing her Situation, that fo 
ſhe might marry tne. I do not wonder that any 
Man, believing / theſe Accuſations true, abhors 


her. Such Schemes muſt make the Character of 


a Woman deteſtable. But if theſe Things are 
not in any Degree true, only the firſt Part caſt 
upon her by you, to eaſe yourſelf of a grievous 


Load, and the other the Conſequence of that 


Calumny, what Return can be made her for ſuch 
bitter Sufferings ? Miſery and Infamy undeſerv- 
edly laboured -under, are with Pain ſupported 
by the ſevereſt of Men: It is more rare to find 
ſuch a ſtern Conſtancy in Female Minds, one of 
whoſe very Perfections is Softneſs, directly con- 
trary to this Severity. Miſs Scrope never de- 


ed 


* wS.. 


( 23 ) 
ed as I have before mentioned in this Letter. 1 
never knew ſo ſcrupulous an Obſerver of Truth; 
doubtleſs there are many, but they have not come 
within my Knowledge. Your Paſſion is Ava- 
rice; you have exchanged that Jewel for Mo- 
ney, to which no Sum is equivalent. If you 
had ever conſulted Solomon, who was full as wiſe 
a Man as yourſelf, you would have heard, 
Who can find a virtuous Woman, for her Price is 
above Rubies; ſhe openeth her Mouth with Wiſ- 
dom, and in her Tongue is the Law of Kindneſs. 
Such a Woman fell to your Lot, whom you 
have moſt fooliſhly thrown-away. What you 


have in Exchange I ſuppoſe you thought would 


make you happier. Perhaps, Sir, your Aſper- 
ſions may have gained ſome Credit in your own 
Family; they may think it their Intereſt to 
believe them ; there you have all Opportunity of 
ſpeaking for yourſelf, but you ſhall not deceive 
the World. 

I here firmly promiſe, that ſo ſoon as the Af- 
fair between you and Miſs Scrope has been deter- 


.mined in a Court of Law, I will give the Pub- 


lick an exact and true Account of all your 
Schemes againſt her, I have already finiſhed 
what [ now promiſe to give: My only Reaſon 
for not immediately publiſhing it is, that I muſt 
produce many Letters and parole Evidences, 
which Prudence will not authorize me to do till 

they 
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they have appeared in a Court. In this whole 
Affair you ſhall find from me the ſtricteſt Juſ- 
tice, I had much rather you had never ſeen 
Miſs Scrope, than fee you ſuffer as you muſt do 
for the Injuries ſhe has ſuſtained. I am ſure 1 
ſuffer deeply ; it is not in your Power to redreſs 
my Wrongs, having deprived me of a Woman 
for whom I would reſign any Fortune or State 
the World could load me with. As a Man I 
would not injure you; as one that has ſo deeply 
oppreſſed the Woman I ſo much eſteem, I de- 
teſt you; and as a publick Violater of the moſt 
focial and ſacred Laws, my Duty to Mankind 
obliges me to bring you to Infamy and Puniſh- 
ment: The firſt will prevent your doing more 
Miſchief, and the latter is a Debt to Society. 
Were I diſpoſed to ſeek your. Ruin, without . 
any Advantage but an ill-judged and criminal 
Gratification to myſelf, I could point out another 
Woman, whom Vi DE” GO. $0620 
W „ #. %* ** WW 
1 do not mention this through Ill- Nature to ex- 
poſe the Woman, only to ſhew that you ſuffer 
thro? Juſtice, not Revenge. 
However you are pleaſed with your own 
Strength, and rely on the Weakneſs of your 
Adverſary, becauſe ſhe is a Woman; you will 
moſt certainly be deceiv d. f thou ſayeſt, Be- 
hold, wwe knew it not, doth not he that ponders the 


Heart conſider it? and he that keepeth thy Soul, 
doth 


———— , _—_ 


E 
doth not he know it? and ſhall not he render to 


every Man according to his Mort? 
2 LANCELOT LEE. 


P. S. Mr. Creſſwell never ſhall have any Let- 
ter from me unſigned; nor ſhall I look upon 
any Thing anonymous as coming from him; 
ſuch belong to Nobody: They are like Aſſaſ- 
ſins in a dark Night, wounding him they dare 
not attack in the Light. 


— 
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LATTER. 


To Lancelot Lee, Eſq; at Coton, in 
Shropſhire. 


. - 
HE Reaſons you give in your Letter to 
me for publiſhing it in the General Even- 
ing Pot are, leaſt the World ſhould think you 
notoriouſly blameable becauſe we ſpeak againſt 
each other in the moſt virulent Manner, to bring 
me to Infamy and Puniſhment, and to prevent 
my doing any more Miſchief : Whether theſe 
are the true ones, and how they will anſwer the 
ſeveral Ends propoſed, Time will beſt diſcover. 
What paſſed between Miſs Scrope and your- 


ſelf in the Tear 17575 I knew not; I was in 
E London : 


„ | 
Londen : But this I knew, that you never ſpoke 
either to my Grandmother, old Mr. Scrope, 
Miſs Scrope, any of her Brothers, or me, that 
you intended making Propoſals of Marriage to 
Miſs Scrope; then how could we know it? 
Neither could any Rudeneſs of my Grandmother 
to you make you conclude, that Betty Scrope 
| and I were engaged with the Conſent of Friends: 
But my Grandmother was not rude to you ; 
had you then deſired marrying Miſs Scrope, you 
would have ſpoke to ſomebody, why not to me ? 
I I you thought we were engaged by the Conſent 
ö of Friends, would the Queſtion have been im- 
| proper? Muſt not I have given you an Anſwer? 
1 In the Year 1740, when you heard I made my 
| | Addreſſes to other Women, you doubted Betty 
= Scrope's and my being engaged, and was de- 
termined to renew your Addreſſes ; How did 
you behave? Did you either write or viſit any 
one Branch of the Family for two Years ? 

I never heard before of your ſeeing Miſs Scrope 
in London in the Year 1742, tho' at that Time 
ſhe, Mr. Gervas Scrope, and myſelf, lived to- 
gether - neither do I believe he heard of it then. 
My Courtſhip of Miſs Warneford was no Secret 
at Bridgnorth, or any where elſe ; I believe all 
if People that knew me, knew of that ; neither do 
1 believe that my marrying of her aſtoniſned 
. you, or that it was in your Power to prevent it. 

0 I never told Lord Deloraine any idle Lies, or 
| | fooliſh 


—— . (oy — — — — > 


fooliſh and ridiculous Stories of you; neither 
did Mr. Gore, when he propoſed a Match to 
me, enquire whether I was under any Engage- 
ments to my Couſin ; nor did he, as I knew of, 
ſuſpe& her ill Health proceeded from my ill 
Behavour ; nor did I ever tell him that it pro- 
ceeded from a Diſappointment ſhe met with from 
a young Fellow in Shropſhire ; how you can have 
the Impudence to ſay fo, is beyond my Com- 
prehenſion, Did you ever ſee Mr. Gore? To. 
convince you (if poſſible) of your Falſity, ſee 
Mr. Gore's own Account of the Matter ſigned 
by himſelf. * 

You ſtill infinuate you wanted to renew your 
Addreſſes, yet you remained a Year and half at 
Coton after my Grandmother's Return without 
ever going to Sidbury, tho* my Couſin Gervas 
Scrope was there moſt of the Time; and as he 
came into the Country after you, I ſhould have 
thought Civility might have induced you to 
have viſited a Gentleman that lived within three 
Miles of you ; neither had you then come, but 
to beg a Favour of me, which I granted you. 
That your Stay there, or any where elſe, from 


* Had I thought Mr. Cre/zvell was under any Engage- 
ments to his Couſin, I ſhould not have propoſed any Match 
to him. I never ſaw Mr. Lee to my Knowledge, or had 
any ſuch Converſation with Mr. Creſwell as he relates; 
and much wonder at his printing ſuch a Falſehood. 


T. Gore. 
E 2 Coton, 


ESE I 


Coton, where you could have met with Com- 
pany and Entertainment, was agreeable to your 


Inclination, I doubt not; therefore you choſe 
in the Midſt of Winter, thro' Roads not made 
for and ſeldom uſed with Wheels, to come in a 
Chaſe, to render your going home that Night 
impracticable, tho” you knew we had no Bed, 
deſigning to lay at Thimas Child's as you told 
me; Which you had done, had not your Siſter 


left you her Bed, and laid in one of the Ser- 


vant's, which neither I or ' Miſs Scrope ſhould 


have had Hoſpitallity enough to have aſked of 
her. This Renewal of Acquaintaince, February 


1745, renewed your Affection, did it? Yet 


you before ſaid, in the Year 1740, you doubted 
our being engaged, and was determined to 
renew your Addreſſes. Do you expect I ſhould 
believe you? Miſs Scrope, when ſhe had the 
Meazles, on your telling her you deſigned mar- 
rying of her, ſaid I was an egregious Villain, 
and had abuſed her monſtrouſly ; and you, like 


an honeft Man, adviſed her to correſpond with 
me as if ſhe was going to marry you, and to 


keep all my Letters. When I came to Sidbury ſhe 


came to me as ſoon as ſhe could, notwithſtand- 
ing your Endeavours to prevent it, and told me 


no more of your Courtſhip than-ſhe had before 
done by Letter; tho* Mr. Scrope did, for we 


had freely diſcourſed on the Subject before ſhe 


came home; and as you had never ſpoke to 
him 


( 29) 
him or to his Siſter about Marriage, as ſhe had 


aſſured him, he liked not the Manner it was 


carried on in; your kifling and toying with her 
before all Sorts of Company, being alone with 


her in her Bedchamber Hours every Day, nay. 


even when ſhe was in Bed, and her returning 


you Viſit for Viſit even without him. Sc. I 
appeal to him for the Truth of this, and farther 
ſay, he told me he hated you, and diſliked all 


Thoughts of the Match, becauſe you was 'a 


* Jacobite, and for ſome Slights he fancied you 


had put upon him. I cold him, he was not to, 


marry you; if his Siſter liked you, *twas e- | 


nough ; that in Point of Fortune you was a 


great Match for her, and he ought to promote 
it; but if ſhe did not like you, I ſhould adviſe 


her to break off directly; which afterwards, on 
her aſſuring me in the moſt poſitive Manner that 
ſhe did not, I did, and ſhe accordingly did 
break off; for the Truth of which I appeal to 
her, as I do likewiſe to both of them, that ſhe 
declared, in a very grave Manner, that you 


bad never propoſed Marriage to her, which I 
believe to be true; and if it is ſo, ſhe ſaid not 
the Things you relate ſhe did in the Meazles 


ſhe had not been long enough acquainted with 
you to uſe ſuch Language. 


I never took you for either Tory or Jacobite, having 
whenever we diſcourſed on Politicks, &c. declared you 
thought of thoſe Things as I did. 


I's 


1 
'Tis true that I drank King George's Health 
at your Houſe, but do not remember that I 


reviled your God (as you expreſs yourſelf) be- 


cauſe he neither married or kept Miſtreſſes. 
As to what you relate that paſſed between you 
at Coton, when ſhe came to you to break off 


I believe nothing of it; tho', as I was afraid 


of being made unhappy -thro* your Means, I 
ſhould have been glad if one of us had been to 
die, and the Lot to have been determined by 


any equal Chance. Do Miſs Scrope Juſtice 
| © (you ſay) and I will anſwer you in any Method 


© as deſperate as your Revenge can propoſe.” 
Pray, Sir, explain yourſelf, and let me know 
what you mean by doing Miſs Scrope Juſtice, 
The Genoroſity and Heroiſm mentioned in my 


Letter was, to che beſt of my Knowledge, the 


giving Miſs Screpe free Leave to act fo as would 
make her moſt happy, notwithſtanding any Un. 
eaſineſs it might give me, c. What Releaſe 
did ſhe ever deſire of me, that I refuſed ? Tig 
true, I refuſed giving her Sidbury Eſtate, to 
marry you with, that never having been any 
Terms of mine, neither did I ever before Fred. 
acknowledge them to be ſo. *Tis true, I aſked 
to meet you alone, which you refuſed, leaſt we 
ſhould quarrel, ſaying, you are hot, and I am 


| © hot, we had better not; and tho' you did 


ſwear, it was that I ſhould be proſecuted. At 
this Conference, as you ſtiled it, Miſs Scrope 
i aid 


— 
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ſaid before Fred. and yourſelf that ſhe never told 
you of any Engagement ſhe had with me, but 
you diſcovered it, in about eight Weeks after 
ſhe had agreed to marry you, which you like- 
wile aſſented to. Pray, Sir, what is the redreſ- 
ſing Miſs Scrope's Injuries to you, any more than 
to the Queen of Spain? bating your Quixotiſm ! 
I could not prevent your ſending to my Mother 
Warneford but by doing what would have given 
her more Pain. 

It does not concern me whether you prevent- 
ed Miſs Scrope's ſeeing me or not. I gave Mr. 
Witts no Orders for acting as you ſay he did: 
what you ſaid of me to him, I neither know or 
care; nor is what paſſed in Converſation be- 
tween you of any Conſequence to me; I went to 
him about Buſineſs, told him caſually that Miſs 
Scrope would not ſee me; he fancied he could 
prevail with her to do it, deſired I would let him 
try, which I did, and told him that he might 
tell Miſs Scrope that J could forgive; this was 
the utmoſt of my Commiſſion to him. I ſent 
the Order, and received your written Meſſage as 
you relate it, but no verbal Meſſage ; Child told 
me that you ſaid, had I brought it myſelf you 
would have kicked my A—, At firſt I had 
Thoughts of going immediately to Bridgnorth, 
till I recollected I ſhould bring the Scrope's 
into ſome Difficulties on account of what they had 
publickly given out; next I determined to write 
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do yon. but Was not ſure whether I could juſtify 
it. gr not. for Words ſaid behind my Back: But 
as you haye thought proper to own it as a Meſ- 
ſage to me, I will conſider it as ſuch, and de- 


mand the Book of you the firſt Time I come 


into Sropſtire. You know your Letter to Mrs. 
Warneford is almoſt one continued Lye ; what 
Buſineſs you had to diſturb the Peace of my 
Mother's Family, I know not. I ſuppoſe you 
are ſufficient of yourſelf, without any Aſſiſtance 
from me, to relieve the Oppreſſed, elſe. you 
would not have undertaken it. My Genernſity 
and Heroiſm have effected nothing not through 
any Fault of mine: I gave Miſs Scrope free 
Leave to marry you, expected ſhe would have 
done ſo, and why ſhe did not I can't tell, *Tis 
eaſier to ſay I will prove a Thing, than to do it; 
Falſehoods are impoſſible to be proved; I defy 
you. You beſt know whether ſhe deceived you 
or not; you ſay ſhe never did: I ſay ſhe, be- 
fore you and her Brother Fred, told me ſhe had 
received four * Letters from me after ſhe had 


agreed to marry you, before you diſcovered ſhe 


was under any Engagements to me; that ſhe 
never told you ſhe was, but you found it out. 
If ſhe did not ſay ſo, let Fred, and ſhe deny it; 
fo whether you lye, or ſhe lyed, I neither know 
nor care; but as you ſay ſhe is fo ſcrupulous an 
Obloreer of Truth, ſuppoſe you will take it to 


I wrote once a Fortnight. 


yourſel f. 
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yourſelf. Whether you are a a Man or not is of 


no Conſequence to me; you have in my Opinion 


injured me, and have been the Cauſe of much Un- 
eaſineſs to the Woman you pretend to eſteem, 
much more than ever ſhe would have known had 
ſhe never ſeen you, nor you pretended to redreſs 


her Wrongs. 


Pinkney, 
Now. 7, - Fr Tho. Eſtcouri Creſwell, 
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To Lancelot Lee, Eſq. at Coton, in Shrop- 
thre, | 


— 


SIR, 


Have read over your Letter and Mr. Creſ: 
wells Anſwer, in the General Evening Poſt ; 
but whilſt the one of you aſſerts that he can prove a 
previous Marriage, and the other deſires him ſo 
to do, a Stranger muſt remain ignorant of the 
Truth thereof until a legal Proof is made: How- 
ever pleaſe to give me Leave to make a Remark 
or two upon ſome Parts of your Letter, which 
ſeem to me to have eſcaped Mr. Creſſwell's Ob- 
ſervation, 
[You fay in your Letter, that it is moſt noto- 
© riouſly falſe, that Mr. Creſſwell married his pre- 
F ſent 
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* ſent Wife with Miſs Scrope's Conſent.” This 
Aſſertion of your's, I am apt to think, is no bet- 
ter founded than what you mentioned in relation 


to Mr. Gore. It is well known in this Neigh- 


bourhood, and it can be proved, that Miſs Scrope 
in Perſon firſt propofed that Match; that ſhe was 
preſent in Company when Mr. Creſſiuell propoſed 
it; that ſhe lived in the ſame Houſe with him, 
knew of the whole Courtſhip, which was carried 
on publickly, was acquainted with the Time 
when that Marriage was to be ſolemnized, and 
after it was over ſhe went in Perſon to pay a Viſit 
to Mrs. Creſſwell, to congratulate her upon that 
Occaſion. For the Truth of Lis I appeal to Miſs 
Scrope herſelf, who knows all theſe Things to be 
true, and that can, and will, be proved, if ever 
there is Occaſion, Let the World judge then, 
Whether theſe Circumſtances do not prove her 
Conſent, both before and after that Marriage. 
Now, Sir, if there is ſuch a previous Marriage as 
you pretend, what good Reaſon can be given, 
why Miſs Scrope did not diſcover it before the ſe- 
cond Marriage took Place? Were not Mr. Creſ- 
well and Miſs Scrope entirely at their own Diſpo- 
fals? And if it was proper for them to be marri- 


ed, was it not equally fitting that ſuch Marriage 


ſhould have been publiſhed ? Could Miſs Scrope 
be inſenſible that a ſecond Marriage would affect 


her Intereſt? that it would greatly affect the In- 
tereſt of an innocent Lady, of great Family and 


Fortune, 


(.35 } 


Fortune, in an Affair of the utmoſt Concern to 
her? that it was unlawful for her Huſband to 
marry, and to cohabit with, a ſecond Wife ? And 
was ſhe not therefore bound, both in Intereſt and 
in Duty, to have made a timely Diſcovery, and 
ſo have prevented theſe Wrongs from taking 
Place ? Whoever is acquainted with theſe Things 
muſt certainly conclude, either that there is no 
ſuch Marriage as you pretend, or elſe, that Miſs 
Scrope's Silence has been unaccountable, and in- 
excuſable. What your own Thoughts of ſuch 
a Conduct are, will appear beſt from your own 
Words in your Letter : * You charge her with 


\ © conſenting to your Marriage with Miſs Warne- 


ford, whom, by fuch Conſent, ſhe muſt injure 
© moſt vilely.“ Again, I do not wonder that 
any Man, believing theſe Accuſations to be 
© true, abhors her. Such Schemes muſt make 
© the Character of a Woman deteſtable.* And 
yet, Sir, you are become her Hero; think it in- 
cumbent upon you to ſce thoſe Injuries redreſſed, 
which, if they are real, have been occaſioned 
thro? her own Silence, and thro* her own Fault; 
have not only expreſſed the higheſt Opinion of 
her Merit, but even admire and love her almoſt 

to Diſtraction. | 
But, Sir, ſuppoſing, for Argument's Sake, that 
there really was ſuch previous Marriage as you 
pretend ; yet pleaſe to reconſider your Scheme, 
which was intended to procure Miſs Scrope Juſ- 
8: tice, 
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tice, and ſee whether it is not founded upon fad 
Law, and as bad Divinity, You fay, * that at 
* your Requeſt, and for the Sake of the other 


/ © injured Woman, upon a bare Releaſe from Mr, 


© Creſſwell, Miſs Scrope would have been filent, 
and would have ſtopp'd Proceedings. But that, 
© afterwards, a bare Releaſe would not be ac- 
* cepted, as a ſufficient Redreſs, without Terms.“ 
You have given no Reaſon, why Terms came to 
be inſiſted upon; nor have you explained what 
thoſe Terms were. But Mr. Creſſwell ſeems to 
inſinuate, that it was expected of him, that he 
* ſhould give up his Eſtate at Sidbury to Miſs 
© Scrope, that ſhe might marry you.“ The Value 
of that Eſtate, Iam told, is about five Hundred 
Pounds a Year, If ſo large an Addition of For- 
tune had been made to that Lady's great Merit, 
it is probable that ſhe would not, on that Ac- 
count, have appeared leſs amiable to you: But 
whether, in that Caſe, you would have been con- 
tented to have engaged her only, and would have 
had Patience enough to have waited till after Mr, 
Creſſevells Death (who appears to be as good a 
Life as your own) or whether you would have mar- 
ried her ſooner, muſt be left to you to deter- 
mine, 

But the great Difficulty with me is, as to the 
Legality of the Agreement propoſed. For my 
own Part, I confeſs I am not Lawyer enough to 


know how ſuch a Releaſc is to be drawo, whereby 
a Man 


T 
N 


. 

a Man can quit all Right to his Wife. Such a 
Diſcovery will not only be curious, but, for ought 
I know, ſome Men may think it uſeful. Nor 
am [I better ſatisfied, how a Feme Covert can re- 
leaſe her Huſband, ſo as to bar all future Claim, 
(for I take for granted, that thoſe Releaſes were 
to be mutual) unleſs ſhe can levy a Fine upon her 
Huſband in due Form of Law, and declare the 
Uſes of him to be for the ſecond Wife. 

Nor does your Scheme for ſtopping Proceed- 
ings ſeem to be better founded : For ſuppoſe you 


could have prevailed upon Mr. Creſſwell by 


Threats or otherwiſe, to have conveyed unto Mis 
Scrope the Eſtate mentioned; could ſhe have done 
any valid Act to have prevented a Renewal of 
of thoſe Proceedings, whenever ſhe had thought 
proper, unleſs ſhe had afterwards been married 
to you, or to ſome other Perſon? Might not a 
ſecond, or a third Demand of the ſame Sort have 
been afterwards made, until ſhe had ruined the 
other injured Woman, for whoſe Sake you pre- 
tend to have perſuaded Miſs Scrope to have ſtopp'd 
Proceedings? Such a Scheme ſeems to be plain- 
ly calculated to get Money, and muft make a 
Cauſe ſuſpected, and have but a very bad Ap- 
pearance amongſt all impartial Perſons. 

Again, Sir, if you intended that this Releaſe 
ſhould operate by Way of Divorce, I muſt in 
that Caſe put you in Mind of another Law, 
which forbids a Man to put away his Wife, ex- 

cept 
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cept in the Caſe of Adultery. Nor can I con- 
ceive how you could think it lawful, for a Wife 
to take a Reward, to conſent that her Huſband 
might cohabit with another Woman, without her 
Diſturbance : For if Miſs Scrope was to ſtop Pro- 
ceedings upon receiving that Eſtate, then ſhe was 
to give no Diſturbance to the ſecond Marriage. 
Theſe, Sir, are Difficulties, which few, but the 
curious Author of ſuch a Scheme, can explain to 
Satisfaction. 

Pleaſe, Sir, to indulge me with one Queſtion 
more, out of mere Curioſity only, and I have done, 
Since Miſs Scrope is in Poſſeſſion of a handſome 
Fortune of her own, and has one Brother who is 
poſſeſſed of a very large Eſtate, and another Bro- 
ther who is bred up to the Law, why do you con- 
cern yourſelf ſo much in this Cauſe, if you are to 
receive no particular Benefit from it ? 


Malmeſbury, 1am, 
Nov. 19, 1747. 
Your humble Servant, 
A BY-STANDER. 
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To the BY-STANDER at Malmeſbury, 
STR, 

OTHING but a perfect Conviction of 

the Integrity of my Undertaking againſt 


Mr. Creſwell could ſupport me with the Confi- 
dence 


630600 
fidence of appearing in ſo publick a Manner, I 
declared at firſt, that no Letter ſhould come from 


me unſigned, nor ſhould I take Notice of any 


Thing anonymous from him or others. What- 
ever you or any of your numerous Family may 
think, I really am anxious only for Truth and 
Innocence. What honeſt Reaſon can you give 
for concealing your Name ? If you ſpeak Truth, 
can you be too publickly known? If you ſpeak 
falſely, (being deceived) will it be a Diſcredit if, 
upon Conviction, you acknowledge your Error? 
Suppoſing what you have ſaid true, your Name 
may perhaps give Credit to the Cauſe you ſeem to 
eſpouſe, Who you are I know not, upon my 
Word I do not even gueſs at you. In two or 
three Places deviating from Impartiality, you 
ſpeak with much Ill-nature of Miſs Scrope and 
me, If you ſeek Truth, conſider that you can- 
not ſeek her with too cool an Head. Be 
your Heart ever ſo warm in the Cauſe of Mrs. 
Warneford and her Family, I ſhall not eſteem 
you the leſs: But 'till you have proved my 
Actions diſhoneſt, treat me as an honeſt Man; 
ceaſe your Sneers, they are the Produce of Paſ- 
ſion, not Reaſon. When you ſpeak of Miſs 
Scrope, ſpeak of her as a Woman of real Me- 
rit, and pity her, oppreſſed with moſt grie- 
vous Misfortunes: This would be Humanity, 

which 
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which nem not the Wretched on Suſpt- 


cion only. Act like a Man, reprint, and ſign 
e Particulars of which 4hall be 


